
For immediate release  For more information contact:
December 1, 2010 Ashley Lauth; 701.212.3871; ashley@drcinfo.com

Water, Not Oil, is Most Critical Issue for North Dakotans
Dakota Resource Council report spotlights major water protection issues related to oil and gas development 

Dickinson--- With North Dakota’s attention focused on water after the second oil-related spill in four months, 
Dakota Resource Council (DRC) released a report today on protecting the state’s precious resource. The report, 
Clean Water Act Issues Raised by Saltwater and Oil Pipeline Spills, outlines the problems encountered ensuring 
safe water and presents recommendations for legislative and agency actions in North Dakota to improve 
protection of state waters.

According to the report, state regulators have authority and responsibility to provide additional protections to 
ensure that North Dakotans will continue to have safe, clean water available for all purposes.

DRC Chair Marie Hoff stated that the oil and gas boom in North Dakota highlights the “risk of spills and other 
oil-related accidents that endanger soils and groundwater and present a difficult challenge to our overworked state 
agencies,” says The 2006 Zenergy, Inc. saltwater spill and four fracking-related well failures since 2008 raise 
“concerns about the sufficiency of state regulations and enforcement to protect state waters from potential spills 
caused by oil and gas extraction.”

A section of the report directly addresses hydraulic fracturing, and offers various recommendations for protection 
on the local and state levels.

"This report comes at an ideal time now that Lynn Helms plans to review drilling policies in light of the New 
Town oil accident," said Plains Justice President Carrie La Seur, formerly of Minot. "Clearly, the Department of 
Mineral Resources realizes there are major problems. The report offers common sense recommendations for 
managing our resources safely."

Hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) involves underground injection of fluids that can find their way into ground and 
surface water. According to the report, “there is no apparent provision for continuous monitoring, pressure testing, 
or other means to detect the existence of any leak or spill [… plus] there is little documentation of compliance 
activities and no penalty for failure to comply.”

In addition to these findings, the report addresses the lack of fracking effluent disclosure. It notes that the 
difficulty in obtaining the components of frack fluid means that there is virtually no ability to enforce safe 
drinking water regulations.

“To test for contamination of drinking water, you need to know what you're testing for," said LaSeur. "It is 
unconscionable for any agency or governing body to withhold critical information from citizens who may be 
affected."

“DRC offers this report to the public as a resource for developing policies that protect North Dakota residents 
from damaging spills caused by oil and gas exploitation,” Hoff said. The report can be found at drcinfo.com.

Dakota Resource Council is a nonprofit, grassroots activist organization. The mission of DRC is to form 
enduring, democratic local groups that empower people to influence decision-making processes that affect their 
lives. DRC works to protect North Dakota's land, air, water, rural communities and agricultural economy.
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