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PSC Finds 376 Deficiencies in South Heart Mining Application
No-Rush Coalition calls into question the completeness of the South Heart Mining Application

South Heart — On March 28, 2011, the North Dakota Public Service Commission sent a
technical deficiency letter to South Heart Coal LLC. In the letter the PSC details 376 different
deficiencies within South Heart Coal LLC’s mining application. The PSC had determined South
Heart Coal LLC’s application was complete on January 10, 2010 after more than three previous
submissions by the company.

From the standpoint of a citizen this is very confusing. The newest findings by the PSC
means that South Heart Coal LLC now has 376 more deficiencies than it did in January.

“The PSC cannot determine that the company’s application is complete in January, and
then come back in March and assert that the application now has 376 deficiencies. The dictionary
definition for deficiency is incompleteness or inadequacy”, stated Mary Hodell spokeswoman for
Neighbors United.

Members of the No-Rush Coalition, North Dakota Residents, and tourists who vacation
in western North Dakota sent over 3000 comments to the PSC in response to what they
considered to be a complete application.

“Given the fact that the public was not told of the 376 deficiencies until after the
comment period was over, the public was commenting on an incomplete permit application. The

PSC needs to rectify this,” said Wayde Schafer with Dacotah Chapter of the Sierra Club.



In addition to the 376 deficiencies determined by the PSC, South Heart LLC has yet to
address the issue of the BLM federal coal that lies beneath its planned mining site.

“Not considering the BLM coal in the permit application further calls into question the
completeness of the mining application ”, said Linda Weiss, Member of Dakota Resource
Council.

On June 28 the public will get their chance to discuss the completeness of South Heart
LLC’s permit application in an informal conference. The informal conference will be held at
Dickinson State University at the Beck Auditorium at 10am and again in the evening at 7pm.
The conference will continue to June 29" if necessary. With the newest technical deficiency
letter submitted by the PSC, and South Heart LLC’s poor record of disclosure regarding their
mining plans, it is clear that the hearing might go beyond June 29"

“My families livelihood is at stake here. If it means being at the meeting all day, [ will be

at the meeting all day”, said Frank Hurt a local rancher in South Heart.
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