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The effects on these established Russian Olive trees (see

bottom right) began in the summer of 2011.  I started ques-

tioning and documenting when my eyes perceptibly observed

problems driving by the oil well pad. I suspected problems

when the fumes from the oil well pad’s open pit and fracking

chemicals wafted into our yard one-half mile away.  It was

not possible to stand as close to it as the trees were without

my body wanting to shut off any inhalation. Even during the

winter, while snowmobiling and wearing a full head-covered

helmet, smells from the pit were strong.

While I can't prove that the fumes caused all the prob-

lems, it is obvious that the 82 dead and dying hearty trees

were damaged by this maintainer (see photo) going in be-

tween the trees and the edge of the oil well pad. It’s a place

that I would not have attempted driving our 4-wheeler. There

is proof in the scars on the trees that there was other me-

chanical damage to the trees, caused by other machinery,

but I didn't get pictures of that being done.

 In May 2010, the oil well pad was simply built too close

to the shelterbelt row of trees that runs the 1/2 mile length of

our field. Because the roots were covered with so much dirt

from the building of the oil well pad and the dike surrounding

it, the trees did not, and could not, get needed oxygen. Their

water source was not available on the entire west side. The

winter snows filled the space between the pad and the trees

so high, that photosynthesis could not take place the spring

of 2011.

 The fact is building the oil pad and the hydraulic fractur-

ing tanks, plus all the truck traffic required to go around the

outside of the frack tanks, caused extreme, excessive, unre-

lenting compaction to the soil all along the west side of these

trees. Each one of these factors, by itself, would have been

bad for the trees. These trees have been planted and re-

planted by hand some 30 years to do a job - to block winds

for soil erosion, for snow fence, for aesthetics, and more.

Petro Hunt LLC, the owner of the oil well on our land,

was made aware of the impact its equipment has done. A

plant pathologist, a county agent, and a tree service busi-

“I’M JUST DOING MY JOB, MA’AM”

-nessman all presented documentation to Petro Hunt LLC,

but the company has yet to make any attempts to correct

the problem.

Really, though, how do you solve this? How do you

replace 82 dead and dying established, hearty Russian Ol-

ive trees? Do you remove them? With what? Do you cut

them down? Who pays for that project? Then what? Who

takes responsibility, and if someone does, where do you

find them? There doesn’t seem to be anyone in state or fed-

eral government or the oil company who will. There is such

a maze of protection.

When the driver of the maintainer was forcing his ma-

chine along the entire length of the location, I could hear the

cracking and breaking of branches over the noise of his ma-

chine. I waited for him to come out, with branches hanging

on his equipment in many places, and I asked him, "What

are you doing?!"  He said, "I'm just doing my job, ma'am."

I didn't want him to lose his job, but I wanted to know

who gave him orders and what those orders were.

There's more - always is,

A maintainer back sloping between a Petro Hunt
oil well pad and a row of Russian Olive trees on
the Richard and Brenda Jorgenson farm near

White Earth, ND. No one has yet taken respon-
sibility for this and similar incidents.

Reprinted from the Prairie Independent

By Brenda Jorgenson, White Earth
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DRC: THE BIGGER PICTURE
 By DRC Board Chair Verle Reinicke
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Dakota Resource Council addresses lots of issues

and challenges: leases, natural gas flaring, spills, fracking,

pipeline failures and leaks, the impact on people and land

because of oil development, clean energy, energy effi-

ciency, local foods, filing suit against Public Service Com-

missioners. The list is daunting.

These are where-the-rubber-hits-the-road things, tangible, real, visible,

concrete. We talk about them, we organize around them, we build campaigns to

work toward some kind of resolution.

However, DRC is about things less tangible and obvious, less easy to get

a handle on, but still crucial to who we are and what we do. They are more

abstract, elusive.

Climate change is one. But it’s not as easy to talk about as a Keystone

Pipeline leak, split-estate leases, eminent domain, rutted roads and those sorts of

things. It’s less easy to develop a campaign to address it.

It’s such a big idea, and there have been massive efforts to discredit it and

the solid scientific findings which overwhelmingly attest to its reality. Equally suc-

cessful has been the messaging to deny that our human behavior and policies are

the chief contributor to the climate change taking place. Scientific data strongly

support human agency in it.

Also, many people don’t know or understand the difference between

weather and climate, which are related, but not the same thing. Weather is short

term, a few days, perhaps a week, out.

Climate, on the other hand, is the effect over periods of many years, cen-

turies and longer. A harsh winter as we had winter before last or the most recent

one which was drier and warmer than normal is not climate.

However, those two winters may be INDICATORS of something afoot

in the climate. Scientists have said that signs of climate change will be wide swings

in local or regional weather patterns. Such signs or indicators may well be our

incredibly heavy snow and spring rains in 2010-11 and almost the opposite in

2011-12. It was also the incredible heat and drought in Texas last year.

Scientists say, too, that these events will happen more frequently, and

intensify over time.

Last year, at the time of heavy rains, National Public Radio told of a study

by a Bozeman university scientist who studied tree rings over 1000 years and

discovered that the Rocky Mountains are getting drier, drying which has hap-

pened in the last century or so.

I simply want to remind us that while we address fracking, leases, law

suits, local foods and the like, behind it all is this big thing we call climate change.

We cannot avoid it, even if it is harder to get our hands and minds around.
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NEW FACES AND NEW PLACES

S
ean  Arithson  started  April

28 as a DRC organizer

working on oil and gas

issues, MCETA and MVRC. In June

and July he will be meeting with people

all over western North Dakota helping

organize DRC members’ oil and gas

campaigns.

He grew up in Bowman County

and  has  a  deep  appreciation  for

rural  North  Dakota. He  has

experience in communication and

networking,  most  recently  as  an

account executive with 105.9 BOB

FM radio in Bismarck.

He’s been a radio broadcaster at

several  stations   including  KPOK

Radio  in  Bowman  from  1999 to

2003. Sean  has  worked  on  political

campaigns, convention planning and as

a coach and a phone bank caller.  His

B.A. degree is in communications with

an emphasis in public relations from the

University of North Dakota.

Welcome Back Scott

S
cott Skokos returned to

DRC April 16 to organize

on clean energy and oil and

gas issues, MVRC and BARC. He has

already met with the Clean Energy Task

Force about upcoming efforts and

helped MVRC chose several priority

campaigns.  Scott was a DRC organizer

from March 2010 to June 2011.  A

native of Michigan, he has experience

as an intern on mining issues in

Colorado, environmental restoration

and trail building in Oregon, and

environmental education in Washington.

He was a Clean Water Action

canvasser in Michigan.  He has a

Masters of Resource Law Study from

the University of Denver and a B.A. in

social relations and policy from the

Michigan State University.

Dickinson Office Relocated

Office Manager Aleta Hendricks
and many years of files have found new
places to reside.  Aleta has found space
for  performing  her  duties  in  the
comfort  of  the  lower  level  of  her
home which in turn saves DRC precious
resources for use in organizing.  She
was the only remaining full-time
employee in the Dickinson office since
Staff Director Mark Trechock’s
retirement.  You can still use the
Dickinson office phone number (701-
483-2851) to connect with her.

We  were also extremely fortunate
to find free storage space close to the
Bismarck  office  for  all  the  archived
files.  Volunteer Mark Trechock and
Director  Don  Morrison  along  with
Organizer Scott Skokos met the
challenge of not only moving furniture
and equipment to Aleta’s home but also
close to 70 bulging boxes down the
many steps in the Dickinson office.
Unfortunately, the move to Bismarck
found more steps to the storage area
and the loss of Mark’s muscles but the
crew gained Don’s son, Alex to help
finish the job.  The help was greatly
appreciated and all bodies and boxes

are intact at this time.

Welcome Sean
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Save the date

Be sure to mark your
calendar for
DRC’s 35th

Annual Meeting
being held October 27

in Bismarck.



Page 4

AFFILIATES IN ACTION

 Let’s Get Recycling on the Curb
By: Travis Schulz, Bismarck

Missouri Valley Resource Council (MVRC) over the

past month has started a campaign to bring curbside recy-

cling to Bis-

m a r c k .

Throughout

the past

month the

group has

met several

times and

discussed

strategies

and tactics to promote their campaign.

Since late April, several members of MVRC have been

participating in a ‘recycling rebellion’. The ‘recycling rebel-

The South Agassiz Resource Council (SARC) wel-

comed two new members at its May 22 meeting in Fargo.

Jesse Wiesenborn accepted the position of Secretary join-

ing Chair Bette Stieglitz and Treasurer Jay Mosbrucker on

the chapter’s Executive Committee.  Jesse will participate

in the Principles of Community Organizing training (POCO)

in Billings, MT July 18-21.

 The agenda included issue identification and discus-

sion concluded that SARC members would focus on sup-

porting the use of a sustainable energy source when NDSU

replaces the current coal heating system. In a past cam-

paign, SARC and NDSU architechure students were influ-

ential in getting the Fargo Library rebuilt to be more envi-

ronmentally friendly. SARC is also working on local foods

efforts.

Bette Stieglitz attended the WORC the June meeting at

Ontario, Oregon as an alternate representative for DRC.

“This was my first meeting with WORC. So many dedi-

cated, well informed people in the same place and all of that

positive energy going in the same direction was awesome!”

She was also pleased to connect with people in other states

working on local foods. “There are now 4 WORC states

with campaigns on local foods which means WORC is a

stronger player in the mix.”

The Grand Forks County Citizen Coalition (GFC3)

meets monthly the fourth Thursday of each month.

The group is looking at the issues involved in upgrades

to the University of North Dakota heating plant. Members

are reviewing a white paper by Jason Schaefer and others

concerning upgrades to the plant. At the group’s June meet-

ing members discussed water issues, local food, community

gardens, and concerns about the Grand Forks City Landfill.

GFC3 member and UND student Dustin Seher will be

participating in the Principles of Community Organizing

(POCO) in Billings, MT July 18-21. Dustin said, “I have

been a member of  Dakota Resource Council for the past

couple of years and have been very impressed at the issues

we cover.” He said he’s looking forward to the training to

further his effectiveness in community organizations that “build

our power as citizens,” and “to network with other people

working to make our communities a better place.”

SARC

MVRC

GFC3

lion’ is a creative way to bring attention to the lack of curbside

recycling in Bismarck. Members participating in the ‘rebel-

lion’ have decided to put their recyclable items in a bin on

their curb even though the recyclables will be thrown out by

the garbage truck.

“Even though the garbage man comes and throws away

my recycling, I like to think it sends a message to the com-

munity that we want curbside recycling” –Colleen Reinke

(Member Bismarck).

In addition to the ‘recycling rebellion’, MVRC has be-

gun to plan some events for this summer, including recycled

art contests to be held at Urban Harvest and Capitol A’Fair.

MVRC members have also began to call their City Com-

missioners to put pressure on local government to get curbside

recycling. If you would like to join MVRC in its effort to

start curbside recycling in Bismarck please contact Orga-

nizer: Scott Skokos, scott@drcinfo.com or 701-224-8587,

or join our facebook group Bismarck Citizen’s for Recy-

cling.

It’s updated most every day with DRC activity and
other information. You can help make sure people

know by sharing the posts. Just click “Share,”
write something if you want, and click on “Share
Link.” And, be sure to click “Like” – let’s see how

many we can get this month!

Check out DRC’s FaceBook page
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FLARES CREATE FIRE DANGER
 By Theodora Bird Bear
DRC Board Member, Mandaree, ND

Reprinted from the New Town News

On Monday, March 19, despite high winds and the

National Weather Service’s wind and fire warning that “critical

fire weather conditions” will create “explosive fire growth

potential” in Mandaree and the Fort Berthold Reservation,

oil well flares continued to burn in the Mandaree area.  Wind

gusts were reportedly around 45 miles-per-hour.

The photo taken that day is that of an unusual oil well

structure that looks like it per-

forms as an extremely large oil

well flare for a well site in ru-

ral Mandaree.  Due to its’ re-

mote location, this well site

and flare is not visible from the

highway.  The photo shows

that the wide base creates a

much larger open flame or

flare than is normally seen.  As

the picture shows, it was flar-

ing during the high winds.  And

as with other Mandaree well

site flares, black smoke has also been a daily, visible emis-

sion of this flare the past weeks.

Does this meet any federal regulatory standards for

flares?  Further, allowing large open flares like this, espe-

cially during the high winds, such as occurred all day last

Monday, is putting the lives and homes of individual tribal

members and families at risk in rural and isolated areas.

Only a few days earlier, another well site in rural

Mandaree also caused its second grass fire within the last

12-month period.  In May 2011, careless lighting of the well

site flare during high winds caused a 70-80 acre grass fire

which threatened nearby occupied homes of tribal mem-

bers.  Right now, there are about 15-20 visible oil well flares

seen from Hwy 22 between Mandaree and New Town.

As the largest land base of Fort Berthold, Mandaree is

targeted for both industrial oil and gas development and hy-

draulic fracturing.  In their Programmatic Environmental As-

sessment last year, the Fort Berthold BIA proposed that

between 1,600 and 3,000 wells be developed on Fort

Berthold within a five-year period.

Despite their trust responsibilities and the lack of an ad-

equate infrastructure on Fort Berthold, both the BIA and

BLM admit they have neither the manpower nor the resources

to adequately monitor and enforce federal regulations that

protects both public safety and our environment.

So, can tribal members be assured that the Tribal Fire

Management office has been given the necessary resources

and staffing to meet the increasing likelihood of uncontrolled

grass fires in rural Mandaree and miles away elsewhere on

Fort Berthold? Is the Tribal Homeland Security office ad-

equately funded to

investigate the

growing volume

of environmental

damage from

spills, fires, and

other incidents?

Are there enough

full-time compli-

ance officers?

We already

know that due to

lack of adequate

funding and manpower, tribal police officers are pulled from

one side of Fort Berthold to the other to the disadvantage of

tribal members needing a consistent law enforcement pres-

ence in their communities.

The unplanned industrial oil and gas development is here

and we need the leadership able to deal with the full scale of

energy development. Five years after oil and gas leasing

started on Fort Berthold, spills of crude oil, ‘salt water’ and/

or frack water, death, fires, highway safety issues, incidents

of surface water contamination, unregulated air emissions,

rising crimes, and accelerating social deterioration only illus-

trates that our tribal government has yet to actively and con-

sistently make public safety a priority on Fort Berthold.

One proactive step that mineral and surface owners can

take is requiring spill and fire reporting requirements by the

operators.  Allowing tribal and federal government to de-

fault on public safety responsibilities is not the answer – and

a tribal election might be just part of one answer.  However,

tribal mineral and surface owners have a role to play in help-

ing to reduce some of the adverse impacts through the leas-

ing and easement process – and in carefully evaluating any

candidates running in the tribal council elections this fall.
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AMERICANS SUPPORT CLEAN WATER

AND CLEAN ENERGY
For farmers and ranchers in North Dakota and the rest

of the United States, clean water is the lifeblood of their

livelihood.

In a March 2012 nationwide poll, eight out of 10 Ameri-

cans agree that “water shortages and the availability of clean

drinking water are real concerns. America should put the

emphasis on first developing new energy sources that re-

quire less water and result in lower water pollution.” Only

15  percent  of  Americans  think  that  “America  should

proceed first with developing energy sources even if they

may have significant water pollution and water shortage

downsides.”

ORC  International  did  the  study  for  the  Civil Society

Institute and Dakota Resource Council and the findings were

released during a national  teleconference  on  April 25, 2012.

“We are constantly told we have to sacrifice good water

in order to develop more fossil fuels,” said Verle Reinicke,

chair of the Dakota Resource Council. “This new survey is

clear: Most Americans understand that sacrificing water is

too high a price for dirty energy.”

The poll showed widespread agreement about what

needs to be done about the future of energy sources in the

United States. More than eight out of 10 Americans (83

percent) – including 69 percent of Republicans, 84 percent

of Independents, and 95 percent  of  Democrats – agree

with the following statement: “The  time  is  now  for  a  new,

grassroots-driven  politics  to  realize  a  renewable  energy

future. Congress is debating large public investments in en-

ergy and we need to take action to ensure that our taxpayer

dollars support renewable energy-- one that protects public

health, promotes energy independence and the economic

well being of all Americans.”

Other findings include:

• 85 percent of Americans agree that “Energy devel-

opment should be balanced with health and

environmentalconcerns” versus 13 percent who think “health

and environmental concerns should not block energy devel-

opment.”

• 68 percent think it is “a bad idea for the nation to

‘put on hold’ progress towards cleaner energy sources dur-

ing the current economic difficulty.”

• 67 percent think that “political leaders should help

to steer the U.S. to greater use of cleaner energy sources –

such as increased efficiency, wind and solar – that result in

fewer environmental and health damages.”   Only 30 per-

cent think that “political leaders should stay out of the en-

ergy markets and let private enterprise have a free hand in

picking energy sources and setting prices.”

Pam Solo, founder and president, Civil Society Insti-

tute, said: “Our new survey is a clarion call to action:  Ameri-

cans think that it is time for  decisive action toward a renew-

able energy future that will protect public health and provide

reliable and cost effective energy.  It is only through the work

of groups like Dakota Resource Council that this ‘bottom

up’ process of change will take place.  And it is only through

such a grassroots-driven process that we can shake off the

partisan gridlock of Washington, D.C., so that Americans

can focus on what is really important to them:  a clean en-

ergy future that does not sacrifice our water, air and health

to politically powerful nuclear and fossil fuel interests.

The ORC International survey of 1,019 Americans was

conducted March 22-25, 2012. For more information and

the report see: http://www.civilsocietyinstitute.org/media/

042512release.cfm.

The  energy industry’s public relations and lobbying is
a barrier to moving beyond business as usual when it

comes to America’s energy policy.

AGREE

DISAGREE

Don’t know/
Not sure

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The United States should move to a sustainable
energy future by 2050 through a reduction in our
reliance on nuclear power, natural gas and coal and
launch an initiative to boost renewable energy and

energy efficiency.
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Source: ORC International
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I’D LIKE TO SUPPORT DRC

ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND:

General Membership

___$500 • Watchdog of the Prairie

   ___$250 • Sustaining

           ___$100 • Century Club

   ___$  55 • Household

    ___$  35 • Individual

   ___ $  15 • Student/Low Income

  BARC/DRC Membership

Household $60___  Individual  $40___

GFC3/DRC Membership

Household $60___  Individual $40___

     MCETA/DRC Membership

Household $65___  Individual $ 45___

MVRC/DRC Membership

Household $60___  Individual $40___

SARC/DRC Membership

Household $75___  Individual $ 45___

Name_______________________

Address_____________________

City, State___________________

Zip________Phone____________

e-mail______________________

#

DRC members circulated a petition

and over 40 people in the community

signed up right away to show the Zon-

ing Board the concerns the community

had with oil waste facility so close to

town.

On July 9, because of these efforts

of community members, Waste Solu-

tions LLP took themselves off the agenda

for the July 10 board meeting. DRC

members and Sean will meet in the com-

ing weeks to plan next steps.

The Dakota Resource Council was

approached by Carol Moldenhauer of

Dodge, ND as she and many other

community members were in opposi-

tion to a proposed oil waste facility

(DUMP)  to be built two miles south

of Dodge.

DRC organizers Sean Arithson and

Scott Skokos have been to Dodge

twice to help with the effort.

The company, Waste Solutions,

LLP, was scheduled to be on the Dunn

County Zoning Board agenda on July

10 to seek approval to build and op-

erate the plant.  But, DRC members in

Dodge stepped up to the plate and

sprang into action by holding a press

conference on June 27 to express con-

cerns such as, hazardous leaks contami-

nating the ground water, increased traf-

fic causing wear and tear on roads, and

many unanswered questions.During this

time, DRC member Rose Person of

White Earth was in contact with the

Dodge members to do research on

Waste Solutions LLP and other waste

facility plants. Person is part of a large

group trying to stop Tervita from build-

ing a similar plant in the scenic White

Earth Valley area.

TIME TO GET OUT OF DODGE

DRC NEWS BRIEFS
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Donny Nelson wins fracking rule resolution

Donny Nelson, chair of DRC’s Oil and Gas Task Force and the WORC Oil

and Gas Campaign Team, is a member of the Bureau of Land Management Dako-

tas Resource Advisory Council. At the May 9, 2012 meeting in Spearfish, SD,

Nelson won approval of a resolution to support proposed regulations on fracking

that calls for requiring disclosure of chemicals in oil and gas production. Also

participating were DRC Board member Theodora Bird Bear and John Smillie of

WORC.

Steve Davis at Governor’s Pipeline Summit

Rancher and DRC member Steve Davis attended the Governor’s Pipeline

Summit in Bismarck June 14 with organizer Scott Skokos and executive director

Don Morrison. Steve’s concerns were carried by KX News and the Prairie

Independent. Steve’s bother Scott Davis said in the DRC news release that he

understands the need to build pipelines, but he said, “Current pipeline development

is a mess. State government is standing by while pipeline companies trespass,

break contracts, prematurely threaten eminent domain, destroy property, and cover-

up problems with spills. We need to stop ignoring these problems before we promote

more pipelines at the expense of farmers and ranchers livelihoods.”

Town Hall Meetings

DRC and Dakota Rural Action of South Dakota hosted town hall meetings in

March in Hettinger ND and Lemmon SD to talk about preparations of impending

oil development. Donny Nelson and Mark Trechock discussed and answered ques-

tions. See the DRC website “DRC In the News” for local newspaper coverage of

these meetings.

Cramer and Kalk Campaign Contributions Violate Federal Law

DRC filed a lawsuit May 31 concerning PSC Commissioners’ campaign con-

tributions. The lawsuits came about because of concern about the accountability

of PSC elected officials. South Heart Coal Company interests contributed over

$16,000 to Commissioners Cramer and Kalk in violation of federal mining law

(SMCRA). See the DRC website for more information.
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2012 BIG BUCKS WINNERS

$50 Winners
       Kevin Winson, Devils Lake; Terrence Kardong, Richardton; Matt Hutzenbiler, Dickinson;
            Rod Loken, Velva; Aggie Krelik, Dickinson; Marie Hoff, Bismarck; Sharon Norstog,

Watford City; Gwen Thompson, Bismarck; Bruce Anderson, Glenburn; Jeri Lynn Bakken, Lemmon, SD;
Konrad Norstog, Watford City; Milissa Miller, Fargo; Cindy Wixo, Moorhead, MN; Karen Thompson,

Mapleton; John Smillie, Billings, MT; Dale Nelson, Dickinson; Fintan Dooley, Milwaukee, WI
Wayne Ellerson, Fargo; Link Reinhiller, Hazen; Bekkie Hlibichuk, Belfield

$100 Winners
Terri Weyer, Dickinson; Betsy Perkins, Grand Forks; Janet Johnson, Fargo; Cleo Rameden, Ray;

Molly Ring, York, ME; Maria Wirtz, Underwood; Verle Reinicke, Bismarck; Dale Nelson, Dickinson
Frank Smith, Grand Junction, CO; Craig Scott, Bismarck

GRAND PRIZE $200
Jesse Wiesenborn, Fargo

THANK YOU
The Big Bucks raffle is our largest fundraiser of the year and we are so grateful to all those who

bought, sold, and contributed to its success.  This wouldn’t be possible without you!


