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DAKOTA RESOURCE COUNCIL MEMBERS

INFORM NATIONAL AND

INTERNATIONAL MEDIA
National and international journal-

ists have been interviewing Dakota

Resource Council members about is-

sues that impact their lives living with

oil development in the Bakken.  Jour-

nalists from across the United States

and around the globe contact DRC be-

cause they are interested in getting the

full story of the Bakken, including the

“real life” human impacts for long-time

North Dakotans.

DRC Members’ Real Life in the Bakken

The latest issue of The Earth Island Journal chronicles

the stories and battles of DRC members Brenda and Rich-

ard Jorgenson, Pat Hedstrup, Donny Nelson, Kandi Mosset,

and Derrick Braaten. Journalist Bill Gibson spent a week in

North Dakota visiting DRC members and staff as well as

many hours of follow-up to get the facts for this article. It has

been reprinted by such news media as The Guardian, Grist,

and AlterNet. If you would like a copy of this journal, please

email: info@drcinfo.com or call 701-483-2851.

Help Spread the Information

DRC members are excellent folks to help others be-

come better informed. You are most likely the best person to

talk with your friends and family. Please pass along these

national and international news articles by email, Facebook

posts, or copying and handing them out at meetings, gather-

ings, church, or to your neighbors. Let us know if you need

help finding the articles.

Our members and our experiences

on the issues have been covered in such

news sources as Newsweek, The

Washington Post, Mother Jones, The

Earth Island Journal, PBS News

Hour, The Guardian and media from

Germany, France, Belgium, Switzerland,

and Japan.  If you would like to see some

of these pieces, please visit our website:

www.drcinfo.org and click on our

“DRC in the News” tab.

Newsweek Journalist at

DRC Annual Meeting

Journalist and author Mark Hertsgaard spent time with

DRC members and others to gather information for “The

End of Pasta” that was published in Newsweek, December

17. It is available online at http://www.thedailybeast.com/

newsweek. While in North Dakota he talked with us at the

DRC Annual Meeting in Bismarck, October 27.

DID
YOU

KNOW?



The Dakota Counsel is published six
times a year by Dakota Resource
Council, a nonprofit, grassroots
activist organization.  The mission of
Dakota Resource Council is to form
enduring, democratic local groups that
empower people to influence
decision-making processes that affect
their lives. DRC is committed to
preserving sustainable agriculture and
natural resources.
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DRC: THE BIGGER PICTURE
 By DRC Board Chair Verle Reinicke

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Verle Reinicke, Linda Weiss, Marie
Hoff, Bette Stieglitz, Leo Walker,
Terrence Kardong, Theodore Bird
Bear, Scott Davis, Philip Kambeitz,
Cedar Gillette, and Carmen Wold
along with two representatives from
each affiliate.

AFFILIATES
Badlands Area Resource Council

 Linda Weiss, Chair

Grand Forks County Citizens
Coalition

Daryl Bragg, Chair

McKenzie County Energies
& Taxation Association

Donny Nelson, Chair

Missouri Valley Resource Council
Travis Schulz, Chair

South Agassiz Resource Council
Betty Stieglitz, Chair

Bismarck Office
103 1/2 S. 3rd St., Bismarck, ND 58504

Phone (701) 224-8587
 Fax (701) 224-0198

Don Morrison, Executive Director
don@drcinfo.com

Scott Skokos, Organizer
scott@drcinfo.com

Sean Arithson, Organizer
sean@drcinfo.com

Fargo Office
118 Broadway, Ste. 801, Fargo, ND  58107

Phone: (701) 298-8685
Fax (701) 298-9044

Lynn Wolff, Organizer
lynn@drcinfo.com

Staff
Dickinson Office

P.O. Box 1095
Dickinson, ND  58602
Phone: (701) 483-2851
 Fax (701) 483-2854
www.drcinfo.com

Aleta Hendricks, Office Manager
aleta@drcinfo.com
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Oil and Gas  Sean
text and 1/2 page reprint of graph



Page 4

AFFILIATES IN ACTION
MVRC

SARC

In November Missouri Valley Resource Council boosted its efforts to get curbside recycling in Bismarck. On Novem-

ber 13, several members of MVRC attended the Bismarck City Commission meeting in order to deliver their petition

containing more than 620 signatures in

support of curbside recycling.

Two weeks later on November 27,

MVRC members again attended the

Bismarck City Commission meeting in

order to testify in support of curbside

recycling. Member Colleen Reinke,

spoke in favor of curbside recycling, her

testimony was featured on KXNEWS.

Although the Commissioners did

not vote to approve curbside recycling

at the November 27 meeting, victory

still is in our grasp.

A vote on curbside recycling is ex-

pected in December and members re-

main hopeful that their hard work will

pay off by getting the City Commission

to vote in favor of curbside recycling.

If you live in Bismarck and want to help in MVRC’s efforts please email or call your Commissioners. To do so please

visit: www.bismarck.org/index.aspx?NID=27.

Victory is in our Grasp

Photo by Scott Skokos

The issues of energy efficiency and monitoring state

agency actions and decisions were highlights of the discus-

sion at the November 13 South Agassiz Resource Council,

(SARC) membership meeting. Members agreed to form a

monitoring task force composed of members and potential

members to take up this effort. The first step will be to send

an email to SARC members to find those who would like to

be involved.

SARC joined with the Unitarian Universalist Church of

Fargo-Moorhead to show the film Genetic Roulette on

November 23. The film “makes the best case yet for why

genetically modified organisms (GMOs) are linked to disor-

ders” such as allergies, infertility, autism, cancer, inflamma-

tory, and gastrointestinal. The film is by Jeffery Smith, au-

thor of the world’s bestselling books on GMOs, and is pro-

duced by the Institute for Responsible Technology.

GFC3

On December 10 SARC leaders met with DRC direc-

tor Don Morrison to discuss potential issue campaigns that

could be clearly focused and engage more members and

new members to change public policies in a way that posi-

tively impacts people’s lives.

On November 15, Grand Forks County Citizens Coa-

lition, (GFC3) members met at the North Side Café and

discussed  the  resolutions  passed  at  DRC’s  35th  Annual

Meeting. The resolution concerning monitoring state agen-

cies’ implementation of state laws and regulations was of

particular interest. Participants said not only do state agen-

cies need to be held accountable, but so do all governing

bodies, all the way down to the county, city and township

levels. The group also watched and discussed the film Ge-

netic Roulette.
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CLEAN ELECTRICITY TASK FORCE:

 Let’s Get Efficient
The Clean Electricity Task Force (CETF) is currently

working on a campaign to make North Dakota more energy

efficient with the help of the North Dakota Alliance for Re-

newable Energy (NDARE). DRC has been a member of

NDARE since 2009. NDARE is a group of renewable ad-

vocates and renewable energy industry representatives,

which makes NDARE a great ally for DRC and the CETF

in the upcoming North Dakota legislative session.

Field Organizer Scott Skokos recently attended

NDARE’s (North Dakota Alliance for Renewable Energy)

meeting in Jamestown on November 13 in order to discuss

legislative tactics to get an appropriation from the Resources

Trust Fund for energy efficiency. During the meeting NDARE

announced it would be releasing a study in Mid-December

regarding the economic benefits related to renewable

energy development in North Dakota. If any members would

like a copy please email scott@drcinfo.com. In addition, if

anyone would like more information about NDARE please

visit: www.ndare.org.

The CETF most recently met in early October to dis-

cuss DRC’s future campaigns regarding Clean Energy and

Energy Efficiency. Some ideas that came from the call were

to sponsor a tour of an energy efficient building in Bismarck

with legislators during the 2013 legislative session, and to do

a concerted outreach to regional energy efficiency profes-

sionals.

The CETF is always looking for new ideas and new

people; if you would like to join the CETF please let us

know by calling our Bismarck Office at 701-224-8587 or

by emailing Scott Skokos at scott@drcinfo.com.

?
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The above headline was the
same one from last newslet-
ter.  Do we want something

different?

Waste dumps by Mark
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ART & GRACE LINK LEADERSHIP

AWARD PRESENTED AT

 DRC’s ANNUAL MEETING
Long-time Board Member Terrence Kardong was pre-

sented the 1st annual Art & Grace Link Leadership award

honoring his many years of  volunteer service on the Dakota

Resource Council Board.  Terrence has been an active mem-

ber since 1980.

Left to right, former Staff Director Mark Trechock,
Board Member Terrence Kardong, Grace Link and

Executive Director Don Morrison

Link Reinhiller addresses the crowd about issues
that ranchers face in the market. Link is a

member of DRC’s Ag Team and active in getting
fair prices for beef.

DRC Board members Leo Walker (l) and Marie Hoff along
with Fred Wright, member from Bethesda, MD
participate in the legislative role-play training in

preparation for the 2013 legislative session

Panelists Brenda Jorgenson, (l), White Earth, and
Donny Nelson, Keene along with moderator Chair

Verle Reinicke (r) contribute to the “Build a Better
Bakken” discussion as part of the DRC annual
meeting. Not pictured is Board Member Cedar
Gillette who was also a participating panelist.

Photos courtesy of  Jim Kambeitz
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I’D LIKE TO SUPPORT DRC

ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND:

General Membership

___$500 • Watchdog of the Prairie

   ___$250 • Sustaining

           ___$100 • Century Club

   ___$  55 • Household

    ___$  35 • Individual

   ___ $  15 • Student/Low Income

  BARC/DRC Membership

Household $60___  Individual  $40___

GFC3/DRC Membership

Household $60___  Individual $40___

     MCETA/DRC Membership

Household $65___  Individual $ 45___

MVRC/DRC Membership

Household $60___  Individual $40___

SARC/DRC Membership

Household $75___  Individual $ 45___

Name_______________________

Address_____________________

City, State___________________

Zip________Phone____________

e-mail______________________

#

Major Sponsors
$200+

Badlands Area Resource Council, SW North Dakota
Ladbury Funeral Service, Dickinson

Prairie Fire Pottery, Beach
Prairie Veterinary Hospital, Jamestown

$200
Baumstark Braaten Law Partners, Bismarck
S.O.S. Express~Rodney Olmsted, Wyndmere

    $150
Chiropractic Care Clinic, Dr. Sharon Krieger, Tioga

    $100
Amazing Grains, Grand Forks

Askegaard Organic Farm, Fargo
Bell State Bank & Trust, Fargo

The Buffalo Gap, Chuck & Sherry Andrus, Medora
Hutzenbiler Chiropractic, Dickinson

Jamestown Livestock Auction Market, Jamestown
Lynn Brakke Organic Farms, Moorhead, MN

Mack’s Farm & RV Center, Blaine Mack, Harvey
Quality Quick Print, Dickinson

Quality Welding & Steel Sales, Devils Lake
Simonson Station Store, Dickinson

  $50
Ameriprise Financial, Leon Vetter, Dickinson
 Grabinger’s Marine Inc., Jamestown

A Big

THANK YOU
to our

Annual Meeting Member Sponsors!

DRC sincerely appreciates the support of the business
member sponsors who contribute to our success. Please thank
those who do business in your part of the state. Also, thanks
the many members who contributed items to the DRC silent
auction, which raised almost another $1,200!
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Read the DRC

Legislative Update,

published each Friday

during the session.

The Update

will be posted on-line

at www.drcinfo.com

2013 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Keep tabs on

your

state legislators.

If you want it

mailed or e-mailed

directly to you,

notify DRC at 483-2851

or aleta@drcinfo.com.

PERHAPS SOMETHING HERE
HIGHLIGHTING OUR GOALS FOR

THE SESSION

Will we, in fact, have a weekly up-
date?  Hate to promise if this is not

going to happen.


